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Tent City Grows in S. California 

   San Bernardino County has one of the 
highest foreclosure rates in the nation 
with 1 in 43 homes being foreclosed on. 
This once thriving area has a growing 
tent city springing up near the airport 

with over 200 homeless people. 

   A by-product of the sub-prime mort-
gage crisis is a higher demand for rental 
units with people losing their homes. 
The demand is driving up rents leaving 

many unable to afford the rent. �  

Good Website: 
www.statelocalgov.net/state-il.cfm 

 

Fire in Illegally Converted Garage Kills 

Three Young Sisters —Long Beach, CA 

   This tragic fire reminds us why we do 

Code Enforcement. Bedding too close 

to a space heater plugged into and over-

loaded outlet caused the fire. The ga-

rage was not equipped with a smoke 

alarm  and had no insulation or perma-

nent heat source.  

   With a less than stellar economic cli-

mate and people losing their homes at 

levels not seen since the depression: we 

can expect to see more attics, basements 

and other non-habitable spaces packed 

with people. Lack of affordable housing 

is an issue looming in the days ahead. 

   We all know that many illegal uses 

occur in owner occupied single-family 

homes. Getting a foot in the door to in-

vestigate such homes is not so easy.� 

 

Wells Fargo Bank Foreclosure Contact           
   Does your organization maintain a 

contact list for mortgage servicers/

lenders to report code violations/

property issues? With the growing num-

ber of defaults and foreclosures, prop-

erty preservation departments within the 

industry are seeing higher volumes of 

 

 

“Improving Tomorrow’s Neighborhoods—Today” 

Code Enforcement News from Across the Nation 

  Illinois Association of Code Enforcement 

INSIDE 
 

• News from 
Across the 
World and 

Nation P 1-4 

• IACE 
Election of 
Officers in 

December    

P 2 

• Marty Collins 
will at IACE 
July Training 

P 3 

• Visit IACE on 
the web at  

www.i-ace.org        

April 2008 

Volume 13, Issue 1 

 go to page 2 

“Raise the Profile” for Code Officials 
   A National Coalition has taken on 

the goal of educating the public, indus-

try and elected officials about the criti-

cal role code officials play in improv-

ing the level of safety in the built envi-

ronment.  

   Charter organizations in the coalition 

include: AACE, IAEE, IAFC, IAPMO, 

ICMA, ICC and NEMA. � 

Rent-o-Meter 
  Wonder what rents are going for in 

your area? Go to the following website 

and see. http://www.rentometer.com/  

 

Pay Code Fines On-Line 
   Check out South Bend, Indiana’s 

website for paying fines etc. 

www.southbendin.gov 
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The Illinois 
Association of 
Code Enforce-
ment  will 
hold its        
bi-annual 
election of   
officers in         
December.   

Please give 
some serious 
thought about 
running for 
one of the    
offices. All   
offices will be 
up for       
election.  

You can 
speak with 
any of the   
current IACE 
Board      
Members for        
information 
about what is 
involved. 

Illinois Association of Code Enforcement 
 In December, the conference re-

leased a study that said that home values 

would drop by $1.2 trillion in 2008, hit-

ting city budgets the hardest. States are 

also beginning to suffer; on Wednesday, 

the Center for Budget and Policy Priori-

ties in Washington reported that at least 

16 states had predicted budget shortfalls 

for 2009 totaling over $30.1 billion.    

 “We’re the ones left boarding up 

these places, cutting their grass, doing 

demolition on the abandoned structures, 

picking up the trash, making sure no one 

breaks in,” said Mayor Frank Jackson of 

Cleveland.    

 Cuyahoga County, Ohio, which 

includes Cleveland, has more than 

16,800 homes that have been abandoned 

because of foreclosures.  

 “Anything from the federal gov-

ernment short of a massive infusion of 

resources into urban centers to rebuild 

infrastructure and pay for services is too 

little, too late,” Mr. Jackson said. 

 Speaking to the group, Robert E. 

Rubin, a former Treasury secretary, 

urged the mayors to be more aggressive 

in pressuring Washington for strong fed-

eral action, particularly in reviving the 

housing market.    

 Mr. Rubin said the government 

needed to provide more aid to homeown-

ers struggling with mortgage payments.  

The subprime mortgage problem has left 

many cities scrambling to cut services to 

try to close budget gaps.  

 City officials in Sacramento have 

responded to a $55 million projected 

budget shortfall for next year city by or-

dering an immediate hiring freeze and an 

end to some discretionary spending.  

 In Virginia, Fairfax County is 
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properties and thus more issues than in 

previous years. Wells Fargo would like to 

take a proactive approach in ensuring 

swift resolution to any code/property is-

sues. If you do maintain such a list, please 

feel free to distribute my name as well as 

a dedicated email address to this issue. 

codeviolations@wellsfargo.com.   An-

drew D. Hohensee-Operations Analyst - 

Property Preservation-Wells Fargo Home 

Mortgage-11200 West Parkland Avenue-

Milwaukee, WI 53224 -P: 414-214-4383 

F: 414-214-9013 � 

 

Foreclosures Prompt Cities to 
Make Plea for Aid  
By IAN URBINA  

 WASHINGTON — Facing a col-

lapse in the subprime mortgage market 

that has pockmarked their cities with va-

cant houses and crippled their budgets, the 

nation’s mayors pleaded Wednesday for a 

huge infusion of federal aid.                                                                                          

 As more than 250 mayors gathered 

in Washington for the winter meeting of 

the United States Conference of Mayors, 

many agreed that the collapse of the sub-

prime market had left a growing problem 

of vacant houses, depressed property val-

ues, tighter credit, and a need to cut ser-

vices to close municipal budget gaps.   

 “It’s an economic tsunami that is 

hitting our cities,” said Mayor Douglas H. 

Palmer of Trenton, the president of the 

conference. “We need federal action not 

six months from now, but within the next 

30 days.”                                               

 The conference called on Con-

gress to raise the limits on loans bought 

by Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac to stimu-

late the mortgage market, and increase 

Community Development Block Grants to 

help stabilize neighborhoods.  
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American As-
sociation of 
Code    En-
forcement 
Annual   Con-
ference 
October 29-
31 
Portland, OR 
WWW.AACE1
.COM  
for more in-
formation 

      Illinois Association of Code Enforcement 

facing a $220 million deficit for the 

coming fiscal year and is considering 

cuts to school districts.  

 This month, Baltimore’s mayor 

and City Council announced plans to 

sue Wells Fargo Bank, contending that 

the bank’s lending practices discrimi-

nated against black borrowers and led 

to a wave of foreclosures that has re-

duced city tax revenues and increased 

its costs.    

 Cleveland has sought monetary 

damages from 21 lenders.  

 “By driving down the value of 

nearby homes, foreclosures also drive 

down city revenues and place addi-

tional financial burdens on the city and 

its residents,” said Mayor Sheila Dixon 

of Baltimore. “It is our responsibility 

to do what we can to stop it.” 

 Mr. Palmer said the conference 

had not taken an official stance on the 

issue of cities suing lenders. He said 

that Trenton had had a 14 percent in-

crease in foreclosures in the past year 

but that suing did not seem prudent 

because litigation would take at least 

two years.    

 He said cities should require 

lenders to pick up the cost of upkeep 

for abandoned properties after foreclo-

sures occur. � 
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Houses stripped for scrap metal 
      by JUSTIN ENGEL                     

 THE SAGINAW NEWS  

        Saginaw's stolen metal trade is 

spreading poverty and blight, leaders 

and developers say, and they hope a 

tougher ordinance can put a crimp on 

the crime. 

        The city attorney, City Council 

members and residents spent much of 

Monday's council meeting discussing 

the problem: Lawbreakers are stealing 

metal -- mostly aluminum and copper 

-- from homes and businesses, then 

selling it to scrap metal companies. 

        The problem has grown in the 

past five years, and Saginaw is paying 

the price, said Thomas Fancher, city 

attorney. 

        "If they trash a home for $500 

(worth of metals), they might make 

$100," he said. "People are stealing 

this because they're poor, and they're 

making the rest of the city poor." 

        Saginaw landlord Robert Maul 

told the council they want to see action 

taken against offenders. 

        "Some scrapping is good for the 

city, at the curbs, but they've crossed 

the sidewalks and started going into 

our housing," said Maul, who said 

criminals have hit his properties at 

least a dozen times. 

        After looters steal water heaters, 

furnaces, copper plumbing, sinks, 

doors and siding, Maul said, it would 

take $10,000 to $20,000 to make the 

houses livable and sellable again. 

 

      "Depending on the neighborhood, 

we're starting to walk away from 

them," he said. "You can't sell a house 

that's been stripped. There's no market 

       Redneck Mansion   � 

IACE is 
please to 
have Marty 
Collins 
scheduled to 
lead discus-
sions about 
Rental        
Licensing 
and the cur-
rent Vacant 
House Crisis 
and IACE’s 
July 9th 
training ses-
sion. 
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IACE NewsIACE NewsIACE NewsIACE News is looking for contribu-

tors. Please submit articles, photos, tips 

or other Code Enforcement submissions 

to: Al Dennis, 1 S. Broadway, Aurora, IL 

60505 adennis@aurora-il.org  

IACE, P.O. Box 43, Highland Park, IL 60035 

for it. 

        "Our company has built a reputation of decent housing 

in the area, and when we quit, who are they going to rely 

on?" Maul asked. 

        Fancher is drafting an ordinance that would make it 

more difficult to traffic the material illegally. The existing 

ordinance requires scrap metal sellers to show identification 

to the dealer but does little to identify the material's source. 

        No template exists for the kind of tough ordinance he 

hopes to write, he said. Other attorneys he's spoken with told 

him they know of no municipalities with effective laws to 

deter metal theft. 

        He said council members could vote on the ordinance 

as soon as their Monday, Dec. 3, meeting. 

        Workers at Rifkin Scrap Iron & Metal Co., 1445 N. 

Niagara in Saginaw, "turn people away every day" for fear 

of a suspicious transaction, said David Rifkin, the com-

pany's vice president. � 

minutes to put out the fire and make sure the building 
was empty. Firefighters had to force their way 

through security doors to get into the hallways.  

     There were no injuries; damage to the structure 
and contents is estimated at $150,000, but that could 
go higher, Lehman cautioned. There was significant 

smoke damage to the second and third floors, he said. 

     The 54 units in the apartment building were va-

cated, and 48 people were aided by Red Cross 

     Lehman said the nearby Taco Bell and White Cas-
tle restaurants on Lake Street took in the victims until 
the Red Cross arrived. The Red Cross found tempo-
rary housing for many of them at St. Joseph’s Church 

at High Street and Illinois Avenue. 

     “We were extremely lucky that no one was hurt in 
this,” Lehman said. “We stress the importance of 

self-closing doors in apartments to keep things under 

control,” rather than allowing the fire to spread. 

     He advised people to close the door to a room 

where a fire has occurred.� 

 

6 rescued from apartment fire 

April 8, 2008—Aurora, IL 

BY BEACON NEWS STAFF 

     Dozens of people were receiving shelter at St. Joseph’s 
Church in Aurora Tuesday after a fire late Monday night 

caused major damage at an Aurora apartment building. 

     Assistant Fire Chief John Lehman said the fire appears to 
have started from a short circuit in a water heater, which ig-
nited combustibles stored nearby in an apartment at 321 Old 

Indian Trail on the near West Side. 

     The couple living in the apartment were able to get out 
safely, but they left the door to the apartment open and the 
fire quickly spread to the second floor hallway of the west 

wing. 

     Lehman said the man ran to the third floor and the woman 

to the second floor to alert residents about the fire.  

     Six residents were trapped in their apartments on the sec-
ond floor, Lehman said, including a woman who attempted to 
drop her baby out the window to the crowd gathered below. 
The woman was talked out of dropping the baby, however, 

and firefighters were able to rescue all six residents. 

     Firefighters were called at 11:08 p.m. and it took 15 to 18 

Steal the Pipes, Ditch the House (Reuters)) – Rising 

metal prices have rendered some foreclosed homes 

worth less than their plumbing, and thieves are strip-

ping the vacant abodes of copper, aluminum, and 

brass to fuel a lucrative overseas trade. Several states 

have hardened penalties for metal theft, but skyrocket-

ing nonferrous metals prices have thieves risking steel 

cages for copper pipes, reports Reuters. 

     Copper prices have increased five-fold over the 

past three years, and many scrap traders estimate more 

than 80% goes to feed the booming development in 

India and China. Meanwhile, the subprime mortgage 

crunch has left empty houses an easy mark: In Cleve-

land, some boarded-up houses are marked "No copper, 

only PVC" to deter would-be crooks. � 

 


